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Department of Health Services

Scott Walker, Governor
Linda Seemeyer, Secretary

October 23, 2017

Mr. Scott Neitzel

Secretary

Department of Administration
101 East Wilson Street
Madison, WI 53703

Dear Secretary Neitzel:

I am pleased to submit the Department of Health Services’ biennial report to the Governor and Legislature
as required by Wis. Stat. § 15.04 (1) (d).

If you have any questions, please contact Andy Forsaith at 266-7684.

Sincerely,

inda Seemeyer
Secretary
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Department Overview

The Department of Health Services (DHS) is one of the largest and most diverse state departments in
Wisconsin with an annual budget of roughly $12 billion and over 6,100 employees.

DHS oversees Medicaid, the single largest program in the state budget, and other health and social
service programs. DHS activities include alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, mental health, public
health, implementation of long-term care, disability determination, regulation of state nursing homes,
and numerous other programs that aid and protect the citizens of our state. DHS also oversees seven
24/7 institutions: three centers for individuals with intellectual disabilities, a facility for mentally ill
inmates, two psychiatric hospitals, and a facility for treating sexually violent persons.

DHS has nine Divisions and Offices that work to protect and promote the health and safety of the people
of Wisconsin.

DHS provides high-quality, affordable health care coverage and public health services to Wisconsin
residents; ensures that the care provided to Wisconsin residents is high quality and provided in
accordance with state and federal law; ensures that Wisconsin taxpayer dollars are being utilized
effectively and efficiently by preventing and detecting waste, fraud, and abuse; and works to continue
Wisconsin's long tradition of strong health outcomes and innovation.

The Office of the Secretary leads DHS and contains the Executive team, Communications team, Area
Administration, and Tribal Affairs.

The Office of the Inspector General protects Wisconsin taxpayers by preventing and detecting waste,
fraud, and abuse of public assistance programs.

The Office of Legal Counsel provides legal services and advice.

The Office of Policy Initiatives and Budget provides departmentwide budgeting, policy, and research
services.

The Division of Enterprise Services (DES) oversees financial management, information systems and
technology, personnel and employment relations, and civil rights compliance.

The Division of Care and Treatment Services (DCTS) supports community mental health and substance
use programs and operates seven facilities providing services for mental health and developmental
disabilities.

The Division of Medicaid Services (DMS) supports Wisconsin’s ForwardHealth programs to provide
access to health care, long-term care, and nutritional assistance for individuals and families who are

elderly, disabled, or have low income.
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